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Abstract

Regarding the important role of reading for the development of science, it is necessary to
make efforts to improve students' reading skills. The importance of reading interest for the
younger generation is the basis for the preparation of this research. The focus of this teaching
and learning activity is to improve students' reading comprehension through English short stories
in eleventh grade stﬂents of SMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan. Utilizing the existence of
English short stories as a medium is expected to make a positive contribution to students through
their characteristics that make readers feel happy. Studentsanterest in English short stories gives

a meaningful emphasis on the need to use short story book media for learning.

This study aims to improve the reading comprehension skills of elevela‘l grade students
of SMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan through short story books in English. This research is a
Classroom Action Research which is carried out by following John Elliot's model research
procedures which include planning, action, observation, reflection or evaluation. The research
was carried out in the eleventh class of SNMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan for the academic
year 2019-2020 even semester totaling 50 students. The results showed that before being given
learning using short story books in English, the average value of reading comprehension was 56
(8%) in the very low category. After lealaing reading comprehension was carried out using
English short story book media in the first cycle the average value of students 'reading

comprehension increased to 67 (38%), still in the moderate category, and learning was carried




out in the second cycle the students' reading comprehension ability increased the average score.
and a percentage of 77 (86%) with a very high category. By using this method, there was a fairly
good increase for the students of SMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan. In addition, other results
obtained were students easier to absorb and understand English learning material and this

activity was also the starting point for other activities.

Keywords: Reading comprehension, media, short story

Background of the study

The goal of achievment in learning English as stated in the curriculum needs a support of all
components involved in theﬁuning process in schools. The goal can be achieved through
reading. The role of reading is important for the development of knowledge. Many readers do
not understand the meaning or information contained in the writing they read. This difficulty also
occurs to the students at school, one of it is in English lessons. If you pay attention to the
difficulties faced and the solutions needed to overcome them, it is necessary to make efforts to
improve students' reading comprehension skills, especially in learning English.

The reading ability of students at SMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan can be seen
from the results of English score in the second semester in academic year 2019-2020, eleventh
grade students of SMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan from the four competences of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing show that reading comprehension is very weak. There is no
motivatioﬁrom the students to practice their reading skills, especially reading English texts.

Reading is one of the most important languagedkills beside the other three language
skills (Somadayo, 2011). Rubin (2011) explains that reading comprehension is a complex
intellectual process that includes two main abilities, they are the mastery of the meaning of
words and the ability to think about verbal concepts.

Another meanin%of reading comprehension (reading for undersanding) according to
Tarigan in (Yunus, 2012), is a type of reading to understand literary standards or norms, research
criticism, written drama, and f'a(ional patterns in an effort to gain understanding of the text, the

reader uses certain strategies . Reading comprehension is a process in understanding the content




of reading, so, we need a solution as a solution that at least it can reduce the students’ difficulty
in reading various kinds of text books in English.

Through the results of the first analysis and the questionnaire on reading interest and
habits, an improvement in reading comprehension was made to the students of SNAS NU
Centini Laren Lamongan. The main problem that needs attention is that students 'interest in
reading English texts is still very low, the students' general English learning outcomes also show
low score and it still below the minimum completeness criteria (KKM) at SMAS NU Centini
Laren Lamongan. In learning English process, the ability of reading comprehension is an
important variable that influences the achievement of learning outcomes according to the KKM
of English lessons at SMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan.

English short story taok media can be used to improve students' reading skills. The
existence of short story books as a media is expected to make a positive contribution to students
through its characteristics that make readers feel happy. The students’ interest in stories gives
meaniﬁ to the need for the use of English short story books for learners. The use of short story
book media is expected to help students develop language skills, arts, and assist students in
interpretinﬁmd recalling the stories in them. In the field of literature, short story book media can
encourage students to read, build vocabulary, and provide guidance and train students to express
themselves with the help of character forms in short stories.

The results of research conducted by Puspitorini et al (2014) entitled "Use of pictorial
short story media in Science Learning to Increase Motivation and Cognitive and Affective
Learning Outcomes" showed that the use of pictorial short story media in science leaﬁlg can
increase students' learning motivation with a score of equal to 0.55 (moderate), cognitive
learning outcomes gain a score of 0.42 (moderate), and improving affective learning outcomes in
gain a score of 0.34 (moderate). The results of the difference test between before and after the
treatment showed that there were differences in both learning motivation, cognitive learning
outcomes and affective learning outcomes.

The research conducted by Prasetyono, et al (2015) about "The E’ect of Using
pictorial short story media to the improvement of History Learning Outcomes" shows that there
is a significant effect and the magnitude of the effect of applying pictorial short story media for
about 0.61. Based on the relevant research results, the use of learning short story book media in

this study is an effort to improve students' reading comprehension skills. The short story book




media is used as a learning tool because the short story book media with pictures is a popular
book from children to adulthood.

McCloud (2001) argued that short pictorial stories can have picture meaning and other
symbols in a certain order, to convey an information and / or to achieve an aesthetic response
from the reader. Picture stories are not just a medium of entertainment but short pictorial stories
can be a medium to educate and teach science and morals to students. so that researchers are
interested in improving reading skills, especially reading comprehension using English Short
Story media for class XI studas of SMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan in 2020

The focus of the problem in this classroom action research is "How to improve
understanding ability to read short stories in aglish for eleventh grade students of SMAS NU
Centini Laren Lamongan students?' The aim of this study is to improve the students'
comprehension of reading English short stories in eleventh students of SMAS NU Centini Laren
Lamongan.

This classroom action research is expected to be useful for education, especially for (1)
students, the short stories media for learning in English both independently and cooperatively are
expected to improve reading comprehension skills, especially in learning English; (2) teachers,
as an alternative learning media in teaching, especially in teaching English; and (3) schools, as
an inspiration and reference to improve the c&ality of learning, especially in English subjects.

Students should be accustomed to read and look for examples of concrete text, as well
as new experiences so that they Ecome trained and happy in reading, especially in English texts.
The teacher as a facilitator can make students more independent in learning, teachers are more
skilled and able to use learlalg methods and media because it has been proved that using
learning methods and media can improve students' reading comprehension skills, especially in
learning English. Schools should require teachers in every class to use learning media as an
alternative to improve students’ learning outcomes in XI students of SMAS NU Centini Laren

Lamongan.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research is a classroom action research (Classroom Action Research) which is

carried out by following the John Elliot model research procedures which include planning,




action, observation, reflection. Classroom action research is a scientific research activity that is
carried out rationally, systematically and empirically reflective of various ﬁtions taken by
teachers or lecturers (teaching staff), collaboration (research team) as well as researchers, from
the formulation of a plan to an assessment of real action in the classroom in the form of learning

activities, to improve and to increase the conditions of learning carried out by (Iskandar, 2012)
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The picture of Classroom Action Reasearch John Elliot model.

This research wa conducted by collaborating with the English teacher at SMAS NU
Centini Laren Lamongan. Each cycle is carried out based on the changes that occur in students as
designed on the factors being investigated (student factors), to determine the ability to
understand the contents of English reading students of class XI SMAS NU Centini Laren
Lamongan are given a preliminarhstudy without being given a method English short story media

Furthermore, in each cycle during learning, students are given treatment, namely
learning reading crﬁorehension skills by using English short story media. In the first cycle, the
short stories used in English are short stories with the theme of legend, fable and myth. The

second cycle of short stories in English that is used is short stories in English with the theme of




teenagers life such as true love, first love and friendship. The English short story media used is
short story learning media which is designed and developed through research and validation test,
language, and contents experts of media.

Learning English reading comprehension using short story media was carried out in
two cycla, four times meeting. The allocation time used for each cycle is 2x40 minutes each
meeting. If the results of the second cycle test are deemed incomplete, the research will continue
to the next cycle.

The indicator of success in this classroom action research refers to the Minimum
Compﬁeness Criteria (KKM) in English as set by SMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan, it is
about 70 as individual completeness. The increase value of the students' reading comprehension
reading Slﬁess classically reaches > 75% of students who get score >65.

This classroom aaﬁn research was carried out through three cycles to see and to
improve English learning. The subjects of this study were 11th grade students at SMAS NU
Centini Laren Lamongan in the academic year 2019-2020 odd semester in January - June 2020.
The research subjects were taken from 50 students of eleventh students at SMAS NU Centini
Laren Lamongan. Researchers chose class XI because it can be seen from the low learning
outcomes of English, especially in reading learning, obtained an average value of 56 with 8%
completeness. (Source: document of class XI student learning outcomes of SMAS NU Centini
Laren Lamongan for the 2019-2020 academic year). Acc%ding to Arikunto (2006: 2-3) states
that the research Classroom action is an examination of learning activities in the form of an
intentional action that occurs in a class simultaneously.

Table 1: table of treatment

Steps Activities Output
Cycle 1 1) Researcher with teachers partner | -Learning scenarios and
Planning conducted an analysis of the English | instruments.

curriculum to find out basic
competencies in the learning process
which would use the English short
story strategy.

2) Creating a lesson plan by applying the | - lesson plan device

English short story learning strategy.




3) Designing learning scenarios using
short story strategies in English.

4) Creating the instruments used in the
CAR cycle.

5) Developing learning evaluation tools.

6) Implementing achievement indicators

collection

and compiling data

instruments.

-Screenplay set

-Props

-Test

-Non test

Cycle 1

Treatment

1) The results of the curriculum analysis
that have been carried out are
implemented by explaining to

students the concept of understanding
short story strategies in English

2) Describing the subject matter with the
strategy scenario of understand the
short story in English that has been
designed.

3) Based on the number of students were
50 students, the teacher divided into 7
groups with details of groups 1 to 6
consisting of 7 students and groups 7
consisting of 8 students.

4) Each group mentions the predicted
title / picture of the short story in
English that has been prepared by the
teacher and researcher.

5) Each group mentions the predicted
outcome of their discussion based on
the title / picture of the short story in

English provided by the teacher and

- Early results of students’

abilities.

-Students can  understand
reading by using learning
strategies to understand
short stories in English

-Divide students into groups

-Students are able to predict

correctly

-Students match prediction

results with reading




researcher.

6) The subject matter is delivered using a
scenario that has been designed.

7) Students are given the opportunity to
read and understand the short stories
in English that have been provided
while  adjusting  whether  the
predictions of understanding they
mention are appropriate or close to the
titles / pictures of short stories in
English that they have previously
predicted. Students are asked to read
the short story reading in English
again while answering the reading
questions anddetermining the type of
text (genre of the text) and the purpose
of the text.

8) The teacher and students discuss the
results of their work together with the
correct answers and make conclusions

short stories in English.

9) At the end of the action, the teacher
gave a quiz related to the material that
had been given.

10) The type of data collected was in the
form of test / quiz results, and student

behavior / activity while studying in

groups.

-delivering material to the
students according to the
learning scenario.

-Students read silently while
understanding short stories
in English then match their

understanding predictions.

-Answer short story reading

questions in English

-Discussing student work and
make conclusions of the
material

-Post- test

-Test results

Cycle 1

Observation

1) Teaching and learning activities.
2) The activeness of students in group

discussions.

-Learning outcomes or data

was analyzed for reflection




3) The activeness of students in the | - Students’ activeness
reading comprehension process

4) The students' ability to express their
predictions and understanding of the
reading in English.

The instruments usecﬁy researchers in

the observation were in the form of quiz

results, observation sheets and field

notes.

Cycle 1

Reflection with the teacher partner evaluated the | revised.

In this reflection stage, the researcher | -The scenario has been

teaching and learning process by using
short story understanding in English

If in this cycle the learning outcomes do
not reach the indicator of the success of | -It turns out that in cycle I
the researcher, then this research action | the learning outcomes have
is continued in a cycle with the same | not been maximized, so it is

research procedures. etc continued to cycle II

During the implementation of the action, the teacher as the implementer of the action

intervention refers to the program that had been prepared and agreed wih the partner. Class

situations or other factors that can affect deviations from classroom activities must be avoided so

that the changes that arise are actually the result of deliberate action taken for improvement.

Data analysis in this action research was realized by using descriptive data analysis

consisting of lesson plan, implementation, results of learning activities and data from

observations on the implementation of learning. Meanwhile, quantitative data is used for the use

of progress in learning comprehension of English reading.

This quantitative data was analyzed using descriptive statistics with means and

percentages which can be displayed through a table interpreted by qualitative descriptive.




Furthermore, qualitative data analysis is used to see the development of attitudes and

cognitive skills obtained from the observation of student activeness and the results of students'

reading comprehension skills during the learning process using the English short story reading

comprehension

grouping based

strategy. For qualitative analysis, data were obtained by categorizing data

on mastery level according to the existing assessment system at SMAS NU

Centini Laren Lamongan.

.Table 2. The acheivement level category

No. Mastery level Category
1. =81 Excellent
2. 76 — 80 Good

3. 70 =75 Average
4. 66 — 69 Low

5. <65 Very low

To analyse quantitative data obtained from students’ test can be seen as follow:

Score = Number of students x 100
Number of test
Range:
A==>81 = Excellent (they can understand and answer the questions correctly)
B =76—-80 = Good (they can understand and answer the questions well)
C=70-79 = Average (they can understand enough and answer the questions
correctly)
D=66-69 = Rendah (they have low understanding and answer questions correctly)
E=<65 = Very low (they cannot understand and answer the question correctly)

Table 3.

The Result of Pre-Test




No Category Number of students Persentage

1 Excellent (=81) _ _

2 Good (76 - 80) 1 2

3 Average (70 -75) 3 6

4 Low (66-69) 7 14

5 Very low ( £65) 39 78
Total 50 100

The level of achievement in this pre-test can be said that the level of mastery of reading
comprehension possessed by the eleventh grade students of SMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan

was still very low, it was 8% or only 4 students from 50 students who got score = 70.

RESULT AND DICUSSION

This research was conducted by collaborating with the English Wcher at SMAS NU Centini
Laren Lamongan. Each cycle wass carried out in accordance with changes that occur in students
as designed on the factors being investigated (student factors), to determine the ability to
understand the contents of English reading, students of class XI SMAS NU Centini Laren
Lamongan were given a preliminary study without a reading method using English short story
media.

thermore, in each cycle during learning, students are given treatment, namely
learning reading cwprehension skills using English short story media. In the first cycle, the
short stories used in English are short stories with the theme of legend, fable and myth. The
second cycle of short stories in English that is used is short stories in English with the theme of
teenagers life such as true love, first love and friendship. The short story media in English used is
short story learning media which was designed and developed through research and validation
test by media, language, and contents experts

The results obtained above are in line with the discussion about learning using English

romantic short story media and have been discussed by many authors as done by (Retno
Puspitorini, et al. (2014) entitled "The Use of Comic Media in Science Learning to Increase

Motivation and Cognitive and Affective Learning Outcomes ".




The result of this study was also in accordance with the research of Prasetyono, et al.

(2015) concerning "The Effect of Comic Media Use on the Improvement of History Learning

Outcomes", it is found that there is a siga'ficant effect and the magnitude of the influence of the

application of comic media is 0.61. The Conclusion From the results of the research and

discussion was concludewat learning to read English comprehension by using English short
story media can improve reading comprehension skills of class XI students of SMAS NU Centini

Laren Lamongan.

1. Data Calculation of Pre-Test achievement Results of Reading Comprehension Ability, the
researcher and partner teacher at the beginning of the study made a plan and made treatment
on reading comprehension in reading learning for class XI students of SMAS NU Centini
Laren Lamongan. As a first step, students were given a pre-test to see their early abilities.
From the test results, it was obtained that the overall score of the students was 2818 with an
average score of 56 This average acquisition was still low from the expected completeness
value was > 70. The highest score obtained by students was 76 by 1 student, while the lowest
score obtained by students were 34. Or if it was seen from the percentage of student learning
outcomes it can be concluded that 92% (46 people) of students have not met the standard
value > 70. Only 4 students or 8% have reached tha standard of mastery of reading
comprehension. The quantitative analysis of the students' pre-test results can be seen in Table
3. below. only 4 out of 50 students scored > 70.

2. Data Calculation of the Improvement of Students' Reading Comprehension Ability in Cycle I
and Cycle II Students’ learning result after being given action in cycle I increased with an
average score of 67. This result was better than the pre-test. However, they have not yet
reached the predetermined completeness indicator, only 18 students or 38% of the total
number of students stated that they had reached a value of =70. This result was still lack,
therefore it was necessary to make improvemenaso that these results can actually reach the
predearmined target. The quantitative analysis of student learning outcomes from the first

cycle can be seen in Table 4.

Table 4. Reading understanding skills Observasi Analysis in cycle I

No Categori Number of students Persentage




1 Sangat baik ( > 81 ) 1 2

2 Baik (76 - 80) 6 12
3 Sedang (70 -75) 12 24
4 Rendah ( 66 - 69 ) 11 22
5 Sangat rendah ( <65) 20 a)
Total 50 100

From table 4. above, it can be seen from 50 students that 1 student wass very good, 6 students
got good predicate, 12 students were moderate. And there were 11 students who had low
predicate and 20 students who had very low predicate. From table 4 it can be concluded that

there were 38% of students who get a score of = 70.

Cycle 1

Based on the expected learning outcomes by implementing the English short story
reading comprehension strategy, it showed the expected value when compared to the pretest
learning outcomes, even though it had not reached the Minimum standard value or KKM set >
70.

Based on the data obtained in the first cycle and the obstacles met in the class, the
researcher and observer held a discussion and decided to continue the treaalent in the second
cycle. The implementation of this second cycle is focused on improving the results of the action
by improving the implementation of the actions that were obstacles in the first cycle.

The reason the researchers continued this action to the second cycle was due to the
obstacles faced by students during the treatment including: (1) students still felt unfamiliar with
learning situations that were different from usual. (2) there were still students didn’t want to read
understand the text caused by their inability to understand the words in the text. (3) the use of
time had not been fully effective. (4) the students' interest did not seem that enthusiastic.

After corrective action was taken in cycle II, based on observations made by teacher
partner (observers), it can said that the students' reading understanding increased, from 50
students there were 10 (20%) who received very good predicate, 17 (34%) with good predicate
and 16 (32%) students with moderate predicate. So, based on the total percentage of 50 students,

there were 86% of students who had reached a value of = 70.




Based on these data, this study had achieved the indicators of the success, if students

obtain a reading comprehension ability value > 70. For more details, look at Table 5.

Tabel 5. Analysis of Reading understanding ability Observation in cycle II

No  Categori Number of studentstudents  Persentase
1 Excellent ( =81) 10 20
2 Good (76 - 80 ) 17 34
3 Average (70 - 75) 16 32
4 Low (66 - 69 ) 5 10
5 Very low ( £65) 2 4
Total 50 100

Based on table 5 above, there were improvement of students’ reading understanding.
From 50 students’ there were 10 students got excellent predicate, there were 17 students got
good predicate, 16 students got average predicate, there were only 5 students got low predicate,
and 2 students got very low predicate. In this cycle the total students who got = 70 were 86 %.

Based on the data, it indicated that the achievement success was achieved.

CycleI1

In the chart bar, it can be seen that the students' reading cﬁlprehension ability in cycle
1. For the category of very good, good and moderate scores, tlﬁsecond cycle was higher than
the first cycle, while for the low and very low score categories,& second cycle was lower than
the first cycle. This showed the progress that the students made in the second cycle exceeded the
first cycle.
3. Data Calculation for Increasing Student Activeness in cycle I and Cycle II increase in cycle 1.
from 50 students, there were 30 active students or about 60% of students who wae active from

the activeness completeness score, about > 70. The value of student activeness can be seen in

Table 6. Below.

Tabel 6. Analysis of activeness Observation in cycle |

No Category Number of students Persentage




1 Excellent 8 16

2 Good 12 24
3 Average 18 36
4 Low 8 16
5 Very low 4

Total 50 100

From table 6 above, it can be seen that from 50 students, there were 8 students who
received the very good predicate, 12 students received the good predicate, 18 students received
moderate predicate. And there were 8 students with low predicate and 4 students with very low
predicate. From this table it can be concluded that there were 76% of students who were active.
Cycle 1

The level of student activity, students seem quite active and communicative in
responding to learning process. Furthermore, the level of student activeness also increased from
the previous cycle, from 50 students, there were 10 (20%) students with very good predicate, 18

%) students with good predicate and 16 (32%) students with moderate predicate. Overall, the

total number of students who were active in this second cycle was 88%.

Table 7. An Analisis of Activeness Observasi in cycle 11

No Category Number of the students Persentage
1 Sangat baik 10 20
2 Baik 18 36
3 Sedang 16 32
4 Rendah 4 8
5 Sangat rendah 2 é
Total 50 100

From table 7 above, it can be seen that from 50 students, there were 10 students who received the
very good predicate, 18 students received the good predicate, 16 students received moderate
predicate. And there were 4 students who had low predicate and 2 students who had very low

predicate. From this table it can be concluded that there were 88% of students who were active.




Cycle I
In the table above, it can be seen that the student activity were increased in the second
cycle when comﬂ'ed to the first cycle. For the category of very good, good and moderate
assessment, % second cycle was higher than the first cycle. Meanwhile, for the very low
category, the second ﬁle is lower than the first cycle

There wass an increase in student learning outcomes. It can be explained that students
who got score > 70 were 88% of the total number of students. This means that they had achieved
success according to the indicators, students were successtul in learning if the student scored at
least 70 and the action stoped when at least 80% of the students in the class have scored > 70.
Based on these indicators, the researcher and the observer decideed not to continue the treatment
on the next cycle.

In this second cycle, based on the expected learning outcomes by implementing the
English short story reading comprehension strategy produced a more satisfactory value when
compared to the learning outcomes in cycle I, which have reached the standard value or KKM
set > 70 as well as the level of activity students, students looked quite active and communicative
in learning.

The increasing mastery of students' English reading comprehensi(ﬁ starting from the
implementation of the Pre-Test to the end of the activity by final test in each cycle I and cycle I1,
it can be explained that the level of completeness of all is 86% from 50 students have completed
learning reading comprehension through strategies for reading comprehension of short stories in

English, and the results of this improvement are more clearly seen in Table 8

Tabel 8. During cycle treatment

ao Categori Number of students ~ Persentage
1 Pre-Test 4 8
2 Siklus 1 19 38
3 Siklus 11 43 86




Discussion

From the results described in each cycle above, it was evident that learning reading
comprehension using English short story reading comprehension strategies can improve
students’ reading comprehension.

The learningﬁategy for reading comprehension in English by using short stories is
beneficial for students as one of the learning strategies for reading comprehension which is very
appropriate and attﬁive to students because this strategy is very attractive to students' interest
and attention when students are required to be active in predicting the title / image designated by
the teacher who can expressed through a sentence or word. After that, students are directed to the
silent reading activity of the reading text while matching their prediction results with the text
they read. In this activity, students carried out scanning activities. Furthermore, when students
are asked reading questions, students do reading activities by scanning and skimming

According to Thorndike as cited by McNeil (1992: 16), process-oriented understanding
that involves the reader's mental activity when interacting with written text, the measurement is
done by asking the reader to answer reading questions. In other words, reading comprehension
can be defined as the ability to answer comprehension questic@ correctly. This is confirmed by
Melvita's research, Santi (2009) in her research on the effect of learning strategies and learning
styles on English learning outcomes of students at SMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan showed
that students who were taught by short stories in English had good learning outcomes. higher
than students taught with Known-Want to know-Learned (KWL) strategies.

Meanwhile, the description of students' activeness towards learning by using the
learning strategy of reading comprehension of short stories in English. Based on the results of
observations made by partner teachers (observers), the learning process in both cycle I and cycle
I1, especially in cycle 11, experienced a significant increase in activity. The activeness and ability
to understand the text have increased and it is no longer rigid, this can be seen from their
awkwardness in expressing their prediction results. This is in accordance with what was stated
by Slavin (1995), which states that students will be more active in 8ding and understanding
difficult concepts if they can discuss them with their friends. Based on the results of
observations, the value of learning outcomes, namely the value of reading comprehension and

the value of student activity, can be concluded as follows:




1. The learning strategy oaeading comprehension oby using short stories in English is very
beneficial for students to increﬁ students’ interest and activeness in learning reading
comprehension, this is shown from the results of high student learning outcomes.

2. Based on the hypothesis of learning strategies for reading comprehension by using short
stories in English, if the level of student activity is high, the level of student understanding
will be high, or if the level of reading comprehension of students is high, the level of student
activity will automatically be high. However, it is based on the findings of researchers in the
field that this is completely imprecise because the skills being tested are reading
comprehension skills. Maybe students are a bit quiet but have a high level of understanding of
the reading so that these students can understand and answer reading questions or tests with
satisfactory results, while there were students who have high levels of activity but have low
reading comprehension levels

3. Student motivation in learning English after using the learning strategy of reading

4. Classroom action programs for students are very necessary to improve student learning

comprehension using short stories in English is high.
outcomes and activeness in learning.

CONCLUTION AND SUGGESTION

Conclution

First, English learning activities are aalied with the learning strategy of reading comprehension
using short stories in English and had succeeded in increasing stalent activity in learning. This is
known based on observation data which showed an increase in student activity during the direct
action cycle. In the first cycle there were 76% of students who were active during the learning
process. Then, this number increased in the second cycle to 88% of students who were active in
class. These data proved that learning English by implementing the learning strategy of reading
comprehension short stories in English can attract students’ enthusiasm and interest to be active
in participating in lessons, especially in reading skills in class.

Second, learning English activities by implementing a reading comprehension strategy of reading
short stories in English can improve students' reading comprehension skills. This is based on data

that showed an improvement in students' reading comprehension skills before and after the




action. Bﬁd on the pre-test before the action, 8% of students had the ability to understand
reading > 70. After the action, there was an increase, in the first cycle there were 38% of students
who obtained a value of = 70. However, because this percentage did not meet the indicators of
the success of the action, the second cycle was carried out. . After the second cycle was carried
out, there was an increase in the students' reading comprehension ability to be 86% of students

who obtained scores = 70.
Suggestions

First, for the teachers in general, it is recommended to be able to increase their abilities and
knowledge in teaching and learning activities. In particular, it is recommended that English
teachers increase their learning knowledge related to the use of more varied and effective and
communicative learning models and strategies.

Second, schools are expected to improve the facilities in language learning, for
example a proper laboratory, reference books, especially books in English in the library.

Third, it is suggested to the Education Office to be more intense to provide a t&ling to
the teachers, especially a training related to the use of learning techniques or strategies. This
training is very important to improve teacher’s competence to accelerate the creativity,
innovation and professional teachers.

Fourth, students should be accustomed to read and look for concrete examples of text,
as well as new experiences so that they will be trained and happy in reading, especially in
English texts.

Fifth, for teachers, it is better if the role as a facilitator can make students more
independent in learning. Teachers are more skilled and able tculse interesting learning methods
and media, because it is proved that using English short story methods and media in learning
reading can improve students' reading comprehension skills, especially in learning English.

Sixth, a school should require teachers to use learning media as an alternative in

improving student learning outcomes at SMAS NU Centini Laren Lamongan.
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